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By Elizabeth Pond*
Staff correspondent of
The Christian Science Monitor

A spectacular six-nation spy swap appears" ‘

to be under way here in Europe.

At time of writing there was no ofﬁcxal' :

confirmation of this. But copious reports-of
such a swap were meeting with a conspicuous
lack of oificial denials in West Germany.

incidences in the shadowy world of espionage,
say these reports and apparent leaks, East
German superspy Ginter Guillaume is being
pardoned and freed by West Germany. And a
James Bond escape story of three years ago is
turning into a John le Carré m-imm—thecold
coup.

Accordmg to the reports; one Sovzet agent

jailed in South Africa, one East German] -

agaat in France, one East German in Den~
marX, and possibly three other East Germans
in West Germany are to be returned to their
_home countries along with Mr. Guillaumsé.
The spy in France is Gen. Heinz Bernhart
. Zorn; the one in Denmark, Jorg Meyer.

In return, sorne 30 to 60 West German priss
oners in East German jails -~ “among whom
are some West German agents,” in the coy
phraseology of the thorough West German

press leaks — are supposed to be released to,
West Germany.

Germans previously ransomed by West Ger:

And some 3,000 farnily members of E‘ail |

many are said to be coming to join their hus-

bands, fathers, or ather immediate relatives
in West Germany in the near future. In the by-
now routine trade-off, West Germany report-.
edly will pay East Germany several million
deutsche marks worth of goods to free these
family members.

Probably no outsider will ever penetrate
the mirror game of convoluted images, of
truth and fiction, """of """ deception, ] »
counterdeception, and seif-deception in all of
these histories. But so far it looks like this:

The James Bond escape took place in Jan--

vary 1979. A West German ‘““mole*” who had.

held a high position in East German intelli-
gence had just come West with a list of East
German spies in West Germany. A good num-
ber of these were arrested, but a few slipped
out of the net. One of the latier was Reiner.
Paul Fille, an accomplished athlete who sud-
denly bolted from his unarmed guards, leav-~
ing them sprawled on treacherousice. .
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~ There was a public uproar for 4 couple of
weaks about the incompetence of the West
German federal criminal office, and then
nothing more was heard of Fiille — until Sep-
tember of this year. At that point Fiille myste-
riously reappeared in West Germany — ‘“vol-
" untarily,” the federal prosecutor s office
cryptically announced.
Now the news magazine- Dex: Spleuel has
just come out with a sensauonal scoop claim-

In one of the most complex trades and co- | -.-1n% that Fille became a double agent for West-] the positive signal of a major ransom deal for

Germany after he was smuggled | back to East.

Germany by Soviet agents. His motivation

was said to-be boredom with his hemmed-in

life-in East Germany, pius a wish to rejoin his

family, which had declinted to follow him back .
East.

. ."Mr. Guillaume’s case is even more comph-»
cated. The highest placed spy-that Past Ber®
.lin ever succeeded in planting in West Ger-
many, Guillaume was the- then Chancellor,
Willy Brandt’s personal assistant, with ac-
cess-to top-level secrets. His unmasking in
1974 -led to Mr. Brandt’s resignation, and
Guillawme was sentenced in 1975 ta 13 fears

imprisonment. : .

Paradoxically, Gmllaume S Very success
proved to be something of an embarrassment.
to East Bertlin, since the years of Brandt’s in-

‘cumbency were also the years of the rap-
prochement of West and East Germany after
. two decades of cold war hostility. So strong
was East German opposition to-this Soviet-.
ordered détente that the Kremlin had to ease
“veteran party leader Walter Ulbricht out of
office in East Berlin before the normahzanon
could be completed. S
" It has long been conventxonal wnsdom that
Guillaume would have to be traded soon if hxs
: bargammg power — as measured in the mgh,
*.1:7 East-West ratio of this reported spy swap!
*‘I-— was to be taken atits peak: In.another year
¢ he would have served two-thirds of his term
” and, as an ill man, would almost certamly
have been released on parole under West Ger-
‘thanlaw. |

The whole complex swap packaae anﬁ re-:

_.return of Fiille involves a mix of intelligence.
- service loyalty to agents, the sowing of mis-
" trust of their own agents among rival ser-
vices, and the ambiguity of East-West Ger-
man relations during a time of very troubled

- superpower relations.
On the one hand, the morale of spies and
‘new recruits depends partly on their confi-

"+ dence that their agencies will eventually bail
. them out of jail and bestow honors on them if

they get caught. Hence the importance of pe~

" riodically trading off jailed agents to main-|
~ .tamth:sconﬁdence..!

[

Ccmpiex spy swap: East German = |
superspy for West German agentis |

" On the other hand, the confidence of the|
agencies in the reliability of their own spies
can be undermined by repeated defections.}
Hence the importance to West Germany of pe~
riodically producing high-ranking double
agents and casting doubt on the once-infalli-
ble image of the.tough East German mtellr
gence service.

Asforthe a.mbxgmty of East-West German
relations, this is underseored once more by

East Germans wishing to emigrate to West\
Germany. About once a year such a deal is
struck in one of.. the world’s most open.{

’ secrets ] .
- “The number of people in the: curfenf e
ported exchange is unusually high, however,
and this is taken as a sign that East Berlin
wants to keep the East-West German rela-
tiopship alive — despite prevailing super-| -
‘power tensions. West Germany pays through
the teeth each time if gets a batch of would-be
‘East German escapees — but Bonn still con-
siders this an improvement over having
escapees machine-gunned at the border.. -
Already speculation has begun that the lat-
est reported accommodation might smoothe
the way to a long delayed East-West German
smmmtmeenng-- RS .
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